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HISroS. Or THE AIfHSlsr

lte questlm of the alpbabet deserves sone readlng on yau part at smte
lator tirne ln vorks that are l:r the 111;rar1r, To say, hor.ever, that r.e car drav
cqrclusicns fc. all questlcnrs on this subject ntrtd be preroature.

Bgoks on the ALphabet

there are a nrrnber of books tbat I r*uuld }[ke to dras to yo:r attentLo.
@1la{n\r the nost lnportant authcor ts Dsvld Dirlnger. IIe b,as trp books that f
bave brought here froi: the }lbrary. (ltrere ls also a DelI vo}r.ne-a aell set-flo
h1rn. ) the flrst volune tbat I halle Ls 1.?r9 ALohabet: I &E to &9 Htsg)rv oE 1!gE-
kind; and tbe secod tE & Storrr of A.].eph Be!!, botb by D€rrid Dlr5:r6er.

$slr I wat to point eut tbat Lls tuo books are sJ.lghtly *tfferegj tn th61r
approach: The first ls a ccntrlbutlcrr pubUsbed by the Scl.entlflc md frchlcal
pilticatfars; tbe geccad is ccpyrigbted W the llorld Jeuish Coergrsss. l?te 1an9
Davld Dlringer sborld te1l you he is Jerd.sh. Nor.r, the dl.fference batrleen the tvo
books ty the sane autbor is not a difference in tilrc; it-ts a differalce la Jeu-
lahoese t ttrus the inpllcetior of the cne ls nuch nore obvicnrs than that of the
other; tbat is, be v<inA drar,r ccnclusj.ors ln the book for the ldorld Jovl.sh Caa-
gr€ss'that ne ircnfa not grt in hls other pnrblicai;iar. Hls original book came

irt :n 1948 alrd reprbted with mendrnents In 1953" firls year his stngle volume
has cone crut enlariled lnto a tso-vo}nne work, f tr.rned it orrer to the ltbrary
and as of nov it 1s not yet on the sbeLf.

Ibere ara other booJ.e cnr tbls subJect by varlors autbca. f plckod up
another care by l,loorehouse of the Unlrrcrsity of l{aLes. f drat tt to yorr atta-
ttcn cn\y ciue to the fact that tt drnlLs rmch none cn the relaticarshlp of the
scripts of Nortbuester.:r Europe becsuse itrg dcne ty a scholar frco thls part of
ths trorld. ID other r,rcnds, thls Lrork vanlcl be dlfferent flm cne uho is inter-
ested ia the 14iddle East r&o wo:}l spend rnce of hls tlne ca Egiptta, I'lescpo-
tanisr srC Arablc naterial. thls book is entltled tre Iblrrnph of @, $lphglglr
A }listcrv of lbitlne by A. C. Moorehouse.

Tmocntant Qreoticns

@, of these books, houener, gives any fl+a1 anprer t-o agne slgnificart
questG-s 1e uculd raise. Letts ask sone questio:s, nowr abcmt this subJect'.

Flrst, siace the Blble is rlrltton vith an al.phapt tn itebreu an_ d. Cluglr,
the qlestl-c'n enlses: I&at ls tbe relatlcnsfu{.p of the Bible to t}re alpbabet?
Tbat is, sbcnrld tbs alpbab€t be calceiv€d of as an jnventlcn tbat uas necessarTr
ln order to harc tbe Blb1e as lrs hrow tt? Ccrfldr in otber rnrds, tbe Scrtpture
bane been zuccessfully ccnrreyed vlthcut an alpbabet? Cculd Lt have been ccn-
!€yed vltb sorne other klnd ol script zuch as i Er$gb,a4rr {*Af"l ts Hhat th€
Vreic'pot,anea crrneiforrn scrlpt ish Ccrrld a pictographlc fcat haw been used,
such .ss tbe fuptlan hieroglyphs? llL of these niebt hava been us€d-brt the
alpha'oet rms used for Scrioture I Uas there a reascn?
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&a 9lbLe el9,tbE $lDbgb€t

!,&y d,o ne have i.n nery pleees ln the Bihle xbat is caLled ]+€gg3l:. JStera-hrre?
'rle L.aw ce:tah psal-us ut"i;h are aqrostlcs, certa{n portiors of Jerernlah, tbe last
cbaot*)r of iry.otertrs; agd 'chese ln r&ole, e alnost Ln whole, b€gfu Yerses-wlth
tie--A2 successlr€ letters cf tbe i{ebrelr alphabot. lbr instacgr PtsLa 119 is a
acrostlc psa'tn3 eaeh set of eiglt wrses begias vith a slngle letter of the Eeb:€r
afpnafet-a1etrh, beth, gi!€L, aaleth, ald. s9 c!1-3o ',..hat yan proceed fe 8 tlneg
?2 or a to'ral oi ft6 *ars"s.- 'i't'is ls uhat ls nea:t by an acrostic psellar scu!€-

thing r+e takg .,1p h third year theologr ard. o. t, I'rrve5r.

It is iJ1terestlJlg, tbm, that in !ha_ S+?le nE har€ tJro presorvaticn of tbe
glph"&l- nir strous-iirat tlere is a deflnit€ conooctior betneEn tbe tsib1e md
i6@"u"t. lbe fact tbat thers are 2. books in tbe old Tegtesnt srd 2' l.ab
ters in the Hebrev alphabet ls slgnl.fLcmt. Thare n^ry be gubdlrrlslons rdthiJlt
tmt t,he* are 22 rgllil books as t[e 01d Testment uas fjna]ly cocpl1ed. ..9t"I--"
relatio:sbip clear\y indicates tJrat there is a vltal ccurneclicrr betr.een tbe Btble
and the elphabot.

llor_e Qraegtlers

llov, uas there r,nitlng befor.€ the Flood? !&s there raitiag af'uer the Elood?

'lho jnrrcnted the a3.Phabet?

j:rd rtat is the alphabet? fs it nare\y the fqna of the Letters? Is it a
j-dea? At qha,,, polnt can lF say that tbe ibbreu alepb-beth ts a alpbabet?

!i,r.,, iiero E:.o t:ql€€pts that I uo*il ljJce to- presont, ard there er€ differ€tlt
scbools .,f r,hcr.rgbt. I a'cErrt necsssari-ly st$scrib€ to caro nore tban tbe other
blt I ,,jJ.l at iiast present the folloviag fq yotr.

$f]-l abarr Yerstrs- AlPbgbet

A q1l1abary dLfferg frcm ar alpbgpet_as t'olLcFrg: It nill have as mey slgrs
cr cbaract€rs a8 tbere are sc[ndg ia the lsrguage. For instsrc€r I'f yan bate a

l*guage d-th 20 corscoants and J vor,rels, a ryLlabary vcn{ total 100 sy:nbols I

fnrs tre let'cer b varJ.d have five ryubols prcro:nced bah, bay, $9t bft Uot Fg'
5o tbe:e is no sgcb thiag, yot soe, as a separate b; ewry afirnd io reprosented
by a sepa:ate su'1J.ab1e.

loy it is said tv Ecoe (aoruaLly n* Jerrlsb,scbolars) tbat tbe lleb.rerl 1g not

" lgg "tpb"out-t 
ot " 

pfe!-*Jplab6*.Eg* I do not subscrib€ to tbiE defini-
te6r-rt is newrthereffiue'tbat not a]'l t'be soleds la Hebreu ar€ l€ccaded, 1.c.

ryabolJzed in rritlng. Ilebrel, ho;errcr, *t uy-no lFsDs a ry-LlabarTl To be a ry1-
labary rt .rcuLd ["*-io bave tire c.nscnints and the vorplo Joined togatbsr. b-
-u,'z bas "o *p*"te vssels. 

-Ibu"" 
are certd'r letters tbat ccnrlil ba called seDl-

r,-r:..rgLb'grch as-afepn or lesh or vatr trrt thsee are unustral.

Cna w,.ruld haw to drav tbe omcluoLcn tluit- ttrc ?Io?ks rnarle the flnaL ecnttd-
b*tlar t,o ahJ aipt "uut-rhere 

Ls 1ltt1a dcubt rbout that-vlth t}rc addltlco of
rerialn "cr*itr-io irt"t u11 Edf.!&,4 Ue-$@g!tsgt- In.Hebren tbev are not'
Ite is:is ba're had to invent ffiI6Ju iu. tt-e-vo.afE; hrt !69 norc you Fry.tU"
ironguage, tne iess ycarneeA tire vorpl Ennbolc. Tlnrs nogt llterature tn Heh'etf

. is nriaied vithart these syrabola, but lira fcnr tho* trho csr rsad lt; hrt lt 1g

h2 nol' alu4vs rr'.ne'l1ate35r dlsrcornable otiretrrlse.
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Tln1s ue har6 l31 a sqrse, ia the liebreu alphabet, a proto-alphabet by corpart-
scn to the fjaaL Greek alphatet uhich lays at the fondatim of Latin ad a'l'!

rnodenn Drropea tmguages. But the aLphabet as 
"F 

hlor.r it jrr Hebrew ie stilL a.
al.phaUet *.ilttrer mo r.rants to teru it proto 6s' Ecr$rl€t€e It ls not a r;Ilabary
by qy neanst

Se Fcta gF the latt9r

Nor that r.g bave tbat eorplained, Bo you hale a general plcture of the dtf-
ferecrc.e, rre mrst ""1 

tl" quosiiorr -fi tF foro-of the Lette_r fnpe!3nt-!9-tbe ldea?

H€ Irda harn to corclude-that &-dSeg.$ Esllv Btlgl'. lb8t ls tbe differe'nce
l&ether ycp use cnr r.v'g1ir5 5 eymUbl gr tb9 G'reek l.lgat Qr-lhetbeT [ctr. qf!-" ";pila"l i as r.6 a" *-Iv:ttg trr its slde? Scne of these earller sccipta h4 i!.
trri" *y. rt doesrt rsal1y natter rdra Ig bays the ldea b€hird tt. fa other
uoraa, irre ror:rn oi tl" lettlrs has been hlghly naliable orrer the centurieg ln 811

tbe aittarent kjnds of alphabets. (gr the otber-had, rdren-ne get back to the.
s.*ltt",thereuasresgc[lablestab{]-lty.l.lostoftheseltlcscriptsarestad-
""e; 

ifrlt fs, frcm beg3nnlng to end, they a3e essentially the same.)

lF d.o not find, ln other nouds, that there is any reasctl to ccurclude tbat
the ahape oi tnr i"'tt"ru is of &ivrire origL:c. Jb"":ls gg *u*4.1_:=:1:d:,1htt
tf:e sfr4g c.f !bg. Igls is of -h.trng .g4..lt-nt..lherefone cne can civonce the shape

ot tE6'E'tE6r-Ftf,:iiG-idea ofar-atpEEFt; the qpoboLs used nay varv r"{de\v.

q,re r.ranld have to co:cludq fron looking at the shape of !'he lett'or fu tb€
flrst 

-fr""", 
that it uas neroly devj.sed fm @, g g{ ngteilfqr caa u}rich tbose

letters should be rcitten. l?rus Eggi;qg1g tFu%-aeffior soft c3'ry vltb
tbe use of a sty:le (t&ar6 this m1 alphlft)r. the hlg,XgsflDhs qf d*
vised for r*ritlng cn-stmJ. EiPrlalip was devised W the Egpll-ans fo nrittag cn

prpr*". Henc€- ib" rlranr"r in:ffiGFlor uite det'enrJaes the k{d of shape ia
i,bi[-t;" vill- dewlcp ycnrr syllables or ycng alphabetical sounds.

cod. t{osell. and._!he_A1*&,!

Be next step: Is there tradltim abor.rt these natters? l{e harp tbe erd-delrca

that there i.s a tiraiU.o. llcnr there is a Jed.sb traditio that rrittng or tbe
Jil.;t (fffs oot e3ear ghetber tho trditico absolutely defines rhlcb)-tut that
llos€s is tbe j:rventor of the alphabet, letrs sryr as re hlor it. lbere certaialy
ElF"Oiticn tbat t$g }bqrew scriot goes back to this tj-EF.

Ho,^ever, ue pres€nt the folloni.ug cAreeticn: Does thls raeaa that the !!99 of
rr alphabet f,eee with ltoses, or did it begir eql$er?

$ost probabJy ubat rB harp jn the case of l'loses ls Eoneor" q-? del iwrEd^to
the peoplel f"tti "ry, 

a form of vrtttng that_is capable^ of bein8rdoua T t$:t
nrst'have 6een rrcLtrin-(tUe aninal skin, nore likeJy, rather thm Papyrrus). I9
see. t*r61j tbey r,ere *i tbur" i5r S-trsi- they uere r.riting i:r a book e a scrolLl

i;il i;;i""] f ti,rrk, is tbe inplLcatim o{ ?1" crig,lnal Hebreu). lbis ucil3.d ha€
been nade oi skin; tiiey ganl,Srrtt hare fo&d lt ccnvqrlat to carrtrr a _lot of_papg-
ri ylth them ln orAer io rrite. Sldn would be the rnost logloel; la fact, alr thg
ecrolle of tlre O1d lbstamnt uere no:ma3Jy rrtttsn cn skin or re]lrun

I usuld barn to drarc the corrclusicn tbat the
sesr day, but not the elgirlal cmcapt of tbe a1p

of tbo letters rose tn l{o-
t

6s

foq
habet
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}iow, 5a regard to tbls,.ro barp a problel to look i'nto boecarsa the lgg! na.

tsrlal ihar, is 4t!ep rhat ls uta;r":hmed-scrlnlriry is tbe 3sg g,.'negdgglg'

licr'r the teT ccsc'm;ts 16r€ rriblsn uy !!g' fiaser g! $!'

so at this poiat r.," ha?s a god questicn to askr B"t- dld !'bose 19.ttars [g!
U-kg? : I I

The Estr€u tradj.tlo that_doee assi,gn scnngtbing P?ltatu1"F to rrlttng md

scf,lpt ro l.loses, r thi.nl..!. sbg+i;lt-[" st-uuri*-ri6t:y' art. o tbe otber baldt

it i; possible tl.t C"a ift" gt"*Ii-tta" *.o*-ttt"t" i"s.s Christ) rcote t'he

;;'"i tbe ret#i ild; ers. ffi*Fh.tffii*;,';l"ti1;?i:S#*
nTritgirT}:i*r"$!1";"ii"", 

-Eitr," nri"", ;arj"d ri* Git"""l aia

not eocist u"ror"1te ut" oi E;;-il;;-""fry rtotJp"Lpola'rq c BabrlcoLa l,o-

fluenoes-see Dr. llartlnr, at"rlii"ilil.--u.rre taking abo+t-t'be script tbat rs

r.rculd associate'fo.'-;;h" s**iiiit, Gre tbey k"pt t[" old fcnrn, e'd a]i[ t'bs

olde r r.: cnu.leen t al ; 
"t*;'- 

f" crn iare s tti"' )

SorasIseV'hereieqreoft'hos€qtt":llssrpcanaotftrljyansver'Ial
ncr cc..,nd:r"* -,tt iii"tii- "i ;;"f;iier's- ttrat 

-ooa u*a in rri+'ine the ftn ce
ffidrnnts ** 6o*, cnly to c.d";;-ir,ui-n" ua to teseh Moses'sat thgy nomt'

r rsther s'spect that it t','s d ili'-t"'v' rt tui-*tt t'u* been that thls oId

for,, oi. iisbev lettrring-4lor".=*rF[*Jrt! jn ar1- the vtsdcn of t'he Egrytias-

as rls r:,o{ irsr^r rt (tirat-ta, tnJ lii Jpfi"u'ti"'"oipi "i q"'!*abev in this part

of the 'or]'d) 
had al-r'eadv Fi"'u "Jbta uos"s-il!-fufuf hare beon res'ocrrslb:'e

f:r cerrer.cp:'g it. rf sorEerrtJt*tid harp-nr;iffigg of mprgval. .' !!1'g

p.err,lglgg git'Wlo #iti::! tr'" Tor cor'ma:d$€nts'

liovoo,dccrridharpused-hiorogllpbl-|t"ccnrldharreusedcr.yotberforrnBe
vsted to_beca'se, afte*rlr-ir"sEl i-ri have-o,rorn hieroglyThlc rritlng, he

nrst he'E lnoro i-rieratlci ardr #Jap irea1lrT" *t"i baie- also lsno*n-that ls'

either ccnceiwd ef it *. inwniia-fet[ers to ifgnfy tt'" varlo'rs 'cn'rds' 
I

v''ld th.rs .jr.ai-*,,* "*"r.,,"r*.ii"t-di, 
:n.rsgtriag in" Ten Cc'necneni;s' irrt

the sinq, or uop"*ki t tug lJfi;.;;!id lto-u'it'-* *tqts scothiag uhlch

tle.,seg no! h.eg i:,- i;r;;;;"iG; to tl'r'e p"c". ltls t'.','d bo a ccrrc]'usicn

;h"l-i *,ra:,"i"-i" ".*" t" #*$ $rffi"ffi"S#"ffi'!n;'i:1t"".
fHt-":il':; ;*t*:il:fr!"t";a;-oi Lr" "*1.lpi-oi 

*'" arpbalet a rittle
1a'ber.

acrual\7 !T p:sfr ' rs%y#trfi';*s ffi:#I'I*t':Til'
hieratic had vtra
there ar€ scme q'"";if*" rblch shcrrlt be asked'

!.oEgptia:s,1nfact;.h4@ols(lF|ll.ca]-ltbat,b9hlerogly3b,s)lJblch
stood for a eo::rld ina a1"o stood, i* " 

Dar,rg o!- a-ibcrght. &ue lf rF r*ere to

drarr a I:a:sE e3 s Lllustrati.a, ii-**tiii, tUe grolif ]t"* nsan rbcnresr 83dl

lt ir.reLd also ue?t" r'-so-a' A";;;u 6'"'u* " 
iat: t'tre qFrbol ocrrld neo

nba,Ln brt ii cc'l.d also repr"r*l tJre letter b, the sornd br aea?

So the Egrptlas bscl a rernarkable systera tbat they nelBl iq'rrorpd, Dp€8lr It

r,ns parttJ ant goteatlalJy-*fpUs-b"ti; ;a yetr.il-tU"-Ltrct hardl nas ':rittograpblc

li"r$il."il'i;--i-ffi"i-G,q",^ ri rns a ccnfused svstol

r
I
I.l
t
I
:

I
t

I
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Itre are to1d, Jn fact, that the bieroglvphs Lere specifical.ly jnventad to blde
tbe facts 'uhat rpre rcitten qr the mcnurcents flcm tbe pecple !

llow, ttris ccrrld go in tuo wayrs: Either lle ucrrLd hane to say that the coacept
of an alphabat rras'E€S .!g t,}re hierog\y1As and the blerogJgphs r€re a atterpt
to keep vithh tho scrye of the prlesthood tbe j.:adicalioa of r&at uas rrittea so
t&at ynr cqrldart kI-rdrether ii vas a sornd, a syl.lable, cr a plctr:re,7ft. ttmh
did not cmplete the tbarght here W trjrgi€j:r the alternatirrc curcept, bhe evo-
luticnary approscb p,resented belou, uhtch is t&a! the plctographs c hierogfyphs
al€ n€cessarily a forenrnner of a t'nre alpbabet r/ 3nd thts is cne of the reasong
it is smetj-mes dl-ffisflt to 6er:olnE r&at ie actually going m u,fieo ycu read tbe
Egptim rcaterial; itls not &1r.'4'g c.lear. Esnc€ therc ar€ nu&ercrrs translatio,s
that are gi.von from the Egptian. Mostly ft &, cloar, hrt yctt bave to lear:r that
that there ar€ alternative possibilitLes r&sr trsrslating, ycu bqve to get used
to it. So, you soe, the fgrptlans did not baw a {!11y developed alphabet. h\y
rd:sr the tueeks cae clld, the hieratlc and thm tbe deraotLc bccrne tnrly alphabetic.
But that $as not Eg'ptian; that vas in the Crreek.

Bvglut tql anr Pqttel-n ltn t:ruB

ilos tlre lbeoqI of e-vg,lutlcar world denand ycu start dtb t'be nlct-osgl&, thor
thu l&gggpb, then the gllglg5l ldth. t'his progression suLriinatlng in the glpbg-
!gg.--1b1i j.s tb€ tbeoretical pattern tbat is n6s'mr]ly presented. &rcb a pattera,
of csurse, is based si the theorl' of evolutlor r*rich ls suspect by its nerTr nature.

I used to take tbls tbeoaX" fc granted becm.rse a]-l other rciters dld. &rt
lirs. Apsrtl-arr, nb:ile a student, mote I pE)er fq ns i.rt ry class ald nade sr in-
terestlng sbudy of a faet vhich I ullL no,r present: lber.e ls gg larcsr .CgEg tn all
of hlstory of m al-BFabet ever bavlng baen derirred blstorically flm a sv$qbanr.
35r ccntrast, ue do haw' q glEolute, nroo{ of a glJ.ltbary havJng beenr deripd frcn
qq alpbabet. nelthtcpic syllabay Ls derived lbm the Scutb Ssrattlc alphabet.
fb. no"U elabcrated f\:rther rr the Ebhlcpic bere fut tbeso renarks are left cut
To *a"t to shcrton this lectwe maieria3.- smerhat /

I r-epe at, thsre ls no lmopr pnoof in histay of a_ qgllabar1r beccrning an aLpba-
bot. the- reverse has taicear place--going frora m alphabet to a syllabary. all i.:r-
vented alpbabets dg#-w from preJicus aLelg$etgt the o'rnelfo(B newr advmced to
m alpbaGt. fneErogffi-s;Etemalfu; nerter advarced; they alvaye renained
rbat lhey u€r€. It alr,rrys took an cmtside pouer, al.ready havfug an alphabetr to
cbange the stnrcturo.

Bsrntisr Isrruaee Se4ltic

So I lrcpLd. zuspect that the anciont SgrpbLa hieroglyphic lmguage _ms tbe-
r€wrse of tbe taradiil.crral evollticrary ex'planaticn; that the ccncept of s1 olfrb&-
bot nry uEIl harp been pr.evians to tbe Egrpttan; and then the stcleert ngyptL-
m6 ar attenpt, qr tb6 oae bad, to blde the neaning 91 perbapsr q tF other
hard, to dqt- an al"phabet to a Language rdrich uas heavily etrllabic in lts stnro-
ture.

Recneniber, tbe Egrptial llas cnce thorglrt to be a Halitlc larguaga. Brt tt is
nou losur ttrat the ngrpttar, ia fact, is essentially a $nltl.c Language. bd t'bat
aL1 the languages of l{eth ard East A$iea are, J:r rea'l.{ tXr Sesltlc laguageo t'hat
haw taken cn a slightly dlfferent forn, bt their rsot is oswntd.ally Sentttc-
as distlxct t'rsr the llegro languages of Aftica lfricb are not.

65
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!n other nords, uB ar€ dealing sitb anclort cusbitlc md Ethloplg e Ethi cplc
md Eg.ptiacr, as neav::y seinlH.c ln ortglnal stnrctr:re end patterrr. ch:r lenguaget

* g.i- oth""'hand, is trndoin:ropeen-tho pattern and stnrcture ls different. &er
i":_r li.u uorli 

"pLl.u 
an rrado-E]rapem lsieigge today: tbe uhole of the sorlet

6oi-r, all of l:i:.a, aln,ost aIL of-fu?" *fr of co:-rser.North and Santh &aclca
G"*'"" of tbe D."rir* languages that Law beql brctrgbt !eTe.- tht orly naje
araas tbat are nq.-'S"trj.tio speii:ng ar€ the far OrLeet md A1!ica.

Ea+Uest .!&ltins i! rf;4t.t

i{ou, uhere do uB go fraq bere? h,E carld !T tbat Hosee sas ln tbe hlero'
e:Jph;-;d G-f,he hlerltic of Egrpt a-{dgar 3.rd thergfore grgatgl tbe ccnpge!

;i;-g!h"-*t; and that to UosiJsbo:.ld be-attributed not cnly the. cocept of

'o aip.feAffii aiso tbe script. I questlcrr the valtdlty of thls t'beory.

Let ne e4pLa1n tbat the earllest lrrorc lc.lti.:rg tr -!ry! goes rlgbt b€ck

to the teeinll$g]he Fjrst Qynasty. tbereforer by dgfFlligr tbe scrlpt of
iire anciait egdtt;t mrst go'back to smel&ere aromd 3mO B.C.."t lbHg$'
1g tuirr-tha[ i;; 29oo to 5100. lris is the approclsate !!.to1^tbat different
:. -;i;;r.

frm, 310o t" z"ia, otnut" flcn iooo to 28oo-these are aIL variable, iacldentalt
d,oesart raat.,er.--ihit-is based qr a fallaciors 1a',,enrretaticn of bistoty.

Eer$est tritinq i:r !i€s@o-t la

In 11;sooctg.ia, the earliest r.ritilg iF_dated smethlng-like 32OO t 31OO

B.C. It"Js iS .", tl6 basis that tl:e c1a;/-!ablets 'hicb 
r*re fo:nd in I'ioscp?!*i"

"nn"*E-u." 
;"ooot Nasr arcbaeolo8lcal bo,rizcor. ltese cLay tabrets are t,!.ere-

fore associatetl, rntb the Jemdet Ner'r 6!'ture'

Hor"eser, ii r.re cqryare archaeolog/ with-t^he history of flsqgtPra^(d:ich ts
dare i,, vohiras cne of ti:e ccnpondiurn) re ua.ra harie to emcluce that r,ritlng n:st
i*"" ;"g,- signiiicanl:y "ofig t lna archaeo-logi.cal sequgclT: The! iJ ysu

:esc lJool-eyrs acccn:nt or ffiaing o! _!be tabler,er-t{ob be hl$.self bas pre-

se*red in his vork cn tbe excanatlcn of ur, yan v,ould ciscover t'hat the tablets
** *r" , p""f or a ternpre find Ei.g-!*gg g!.et e gs+_!S++:_,gt
tirere 1s no wry to assocllte the 'rribiaf.f-Ttre tablets rdtb t&e srchaeoiogrcsl
h;rizcn. Ia other *tar, lhe ,,nitj:ag oI fi." !"U1:t" p.recpd*lhe archaecLogical

horizcn ia r.iricli in"y'.sie foud. &I a c"ortain ti!€ E TabLts t€re thrcr& cut

in a rel\se heat, *a th"y rrre ia:nd in a refrrse hggp of-thi'g later pelt$'- F
c.tber r;c.rds, the't1ne of iire tlrowing ant. of -the tablito ie to be associated rd'th

tbis .lo:rtet }iasr i,.*i"a. it b"t g"rtjnn to rlo rdtl: ihe t:irF they rore g$Egt

3r rea"lirg the tablets, vs c&r dlscorpr to drlch earller perlod thoy b"}qg.
Ere6r uero r:riite' i;r the tGe of the Birst S:easty of-Ur' .faLs uil1d rnoa tbat
tbe ro.itj::.g a"h.;l-li, 

-cn 
tbe uasts of lbsc'polag,i@ {nfomaticnr. sbculd be datcd

*"rr"-fol:Ooo E.c. lf they uore to pr,4irly, assoclato it Tdtb ttre klag-. lPd
tbe rrltjng u"s-"G""ay- a"n"iqp"di tuei"r?rre.it utrst haw preceded ernn tr5s Hngt

T nea t+.f s a derreloped rciting vircb tock t!'ne to perfecf-A-d-fEis klng rlas not
bha !-rvente of '"hls scriPt.

Does thls xq€an, thon, that nritlng ln l4escpotanla ls aecessari\y earller
ii:sr .ir lgrpt? '&re ensu)r 1g not

G(t
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filrst 6f e'11, ]iesopotarriar historly ad Eg4ptlerr bist'oay start esseatialJy at
j!3i sar,€ lgi af tor the nood (as the Cqandiura shors). Brt archaeojlogists
begln tbe Elrst $pasty in Egpt arcnrnd 3O0O B.C.-atd r* vcnrld barn to start (as
!!gg neasure ti:ne) the aarllest (ynasty ln t€scpoterla lrr an arcltaeologcal btri-
aqr thatts at least ,4000 B.C. t Tn otber ncds, thay have shcteo€ tJre archaeo-
loglcal hlstorT of Egrtrlt g tbgrsmd y.€srs no:re tber tbey baw sbortened tbe arch.
aeological hlstccy of Mesopotan5.a. 9g tbey harre actr.rnl'ly shetsned the histaa?
of Eg4pt rnee tban that of Shlnar. 1pdb' bor"ever, are stllJ too 1og sl::.ce tbe
data of tire Flood Is 23€8 srd Babel nW &* routd rnahe lt look as if the ei-
g:in of Egrptia rritlng uas nrch later lbEa it uas not. Egrptia rnitiag, ln
otbcr vcrds, ccrnmnced at esssntlaf$ tbe sam tlre as tbe rslt5rng of ltbsopotra'ria
tF:19 lg:tr lf the tabllets had besr prcper]y assocLated lrlth the erchaeoS-oglcal
borizqx r.rbsr tl:ey rere }sulEg iastead of r*po tbey r'ere tEglg cnt of the tery1e l

Earliest lb!.tiap---irr Btrooe

NsH letf g norze on to a rlisorsslsn of Eurcpe. Buope, yor lcrou, lras xrupposodJg
the land of tbe rbaclqrard peoplei ln ancimt td.nes. the nodem corcopt ls tbat
the E\ropeans rr€T€ baelamrri untll a rrry- late perlod La hiEtorlf. t:e nelest, rp-
todate iilea is that' Africa is nrpposed to barre hd gleat civl.Lizatlcns i:r arti-
quity (tbey have to'l{rn{t, thqselws to Egpt, houorrcrr fu this ccnnectior) rdrlle
Drcpe r"s inhabit€d W baclvard, naked eat?ge t5pes untll the tl-re of the ncee
EoFire. This is the general, modern thorght-tbat untdl Rme dovelop€d, L\rrcp€
rias baclcrard uhereas Africa }rad its groat Egrytia civilizaticrrs, the I'ilddle East-
em or Asian pecple uore higldy derolopedr ad so crr. the rdrole 5.dea Ls, ycf,r Bee,
t&.at, itts nere{v tise ard sircr:mstance that different people llve at the glStural
Ierrcls that tbey do. ln<i the idea ts tbat Ercpears esssntially, except for sc&e
derreloprnent of ind'rrstryr and the the l-r,pact of Rca n civillzatie,, uere of no ccn-
sequexce untiL rocstt tristory.

It can be said todtrr holernr, that m tbe basls of arcbaeologicaL tnterpra
taticn the e-a'^}Lest {org g[ Eit*inrt bas been fcund, in sortheastotn hucpe in the
Ballcsrs t It is gg! ln lcesqpotania; it ls no-t J.:r E'grptl

Nor.1 note careftr-lJy that this ie cn the basLs of .arclrqeolotrlcal tnte.Torptalica.
If ve lr6re crganize the naterial pnqerlyr ue norld harre to say that the Egptlart
t&e lhsopotaldo,, Ard the Srrcpem all started at the sanre tlre. Itl othar nordst
itts the earliesl post-Elood period, btrt irr E\uqpe lt tonds to,be assigned at.least
a thanseld years earller tha Egpt. In llasopotanJ.a, you se€ (as f Just sald),
they bare associated it uith tlre thronlng <rrt of the tabletg lastead of the tfuo
rfien those tabletg r.rere wrj.tten go that the l€sopota.arla and, Eropear vod.d tad
to be c.Loser togetber. Brt errcar ae etrcbr the Orqpealr 9g!g9 qhol$r g radlocs.-
!9, trJ.IL appear ear].Ler.

nt

Ibldeg at UCLA a loctr:re vas gf.m hry !'far{.a CIinhrtae, r&o io the head of tbe
arobaeologr departrent. lbis ls the letes! infonr,atLctr. She bad Epent t'be laEt
vbole y6ar in Europe digg5ng. Her topic vas e1he l$eo}lthlc 6\1brree of the Bal-
kac Penin$rJ.a.il I tdlt nou quote fbon her paPer.

tttrx 1961 a srchaeaLog:ist dlscov€r€d ttu'ee tnscrlbod tablets at Tartaria ln
Rqrmla. This urusual ffud appearerl to be a pictograph:ic scriptrr-tbatts lfko tbe
hiorog$phics lthich r+o assocl.ate uith Egrpt-hsod by ths Vl.alt peqrile. thg
t'lrco tablots nare fcnrnd in a rlttral ptt In tb€ louost lcgrer of a tell!-gnfl
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bea.,: in rrind that the tsalkas hari''e te]-ls or ncr:ntlE-addch contaiaed tbree Etrata.
As;locla,,od ',a-th them roere 26 cer.qrnl.c br:raan idols of scheeatlc tpe . . . .

tilr aCditicur to t,he Tqrtarla tablets, owr 300 sLgns of the sane pletograpldc
script hate nciur been fcn:nd oe pottery sherds md atliropcaca*pLic or zo&orphJ.c
figuri^nee. laalog:lesil--*nrt not perfegt eimiliaritles-nvith the Vj.:rUa pictographlc
scr:.pt are forard in tbe 'earLiest Srnerian rrriting of the Iate Pre-$mastLcn-tbatr g

tbs -Url-*-Iercd'al ilasi Fertcd ibat I oentioed-neord sctne of tha slgne are pala1l61ed
i;o the llinom script of &ete. lre rltual pit trr tbe ieLL of Tartarln belcagF not
to the earllest y:nUa bgt to tbe beglnn-ing of a seeald stage labelled tVlrrca B ft.
Its dats m.st b€ close to 4OOO B.C, vbich is al-nost a nillenn'iptn ss3'J.:Ler tbor the
date of tbe earliest Srmerlat scripttr-qs distlnct frm the plctograpb!.c $:med.at
vhrch n-i6gt be a fev cantr:rles ear}lere hrt essentialJy ttriE is right. rr.[ remark-
able s';ni1ffify in shape e<lsts betr.eea the tab1ets frcn Tartarla ad ecrss of the
oa:'l.11est cIry iablets iecormed l:r Creta, notabJy those of tle so-caAled. hiero-
glphic Aecosit i:r the palace of, llrossus. lVo of the Tartaria tablets bave stn"urg
iroibs d1icir ar€ e regular featr^lre of the tablets frcn the hierogltralulc deposit
enrl occur -a ci"her early tablets fbm Crete. lbe Cretan tabletsr houelerr r+ere
nmufactr.r--ed i. -rcb later than those of Tartaria and of Unrkr tnrt tbey nay be ecr-
atpJ.es of a cL:silc that could hav€ si;arted millennia €ar3J.er.r

Fe-Etood lbltl:rgl

Droppirrc rlom: rrscme qpbo].s car steles frm the 9tgt6"? q*..Bg of_tbe 6th
rnittsildr:n in scuthsm, ftmgaiy, ard ql the pottery anil flguriaes of the 5tb nlt-
'! errr:ir::n throughort the Derrube ilasin botueen Bohenla e01d l'kcsdcnl.ar rorrst hav€
served as e ;'i'!dtim script.il Nry pry attenticnr cret\TILJT to ubat th5.s nemgl
I repeat: nSc,r;:e qpeboLs cn-steles frcn ete SbarUeno orlh:re of i;he 6th ndtlercnfiu
J:r aortheast€ra ltiingarTn-ttris is 5000 B.C'

This thereforo is the prq=.Elood uoqld I So fc, ia the discirssicn absm ccn-
cenrlng Vin[a and Tettsrlar- G have been in the earl.y gg!-Htood vorld. But now

rre fj:rd crurselves back before tbe F.ood I

n-md. car the pottery and figurlnes of thq, lS ri-llen+ir:n tbrcughout the
Dfiub€ Basril betrreen Eoheroia ad Maccd*1qn-tliis ne€ns the 40o0rsr uhich trculd
b6 Ln a sense a ccntinuaticn dour to the tirne of the fllood-ilnust hava served as

" pr.initive scrlpt. ft se*nsEt-Ehe 'finUa script lld its-roots in tbe 6th nIL-
tein:1n B.C.r bul -l:r tJre earliest phases of its uae the seipt cc'uld hedJy baw
had the taean:-ng cf rrriting as u€ understand it now.r lbat is, rlere people able
to fonn senl,ences l:y the scrlpt? l&at was the naturo of itr ycu see? .And re-
nerber, sjrce yott are dea1ing vith pottezy the archeeologrsts are possibly {eaL-
.:n-ry vitU e. -i':rbol cr ume oe it, nothing lller€o So thsre is no j-ndicaticn frcn
tirese lirnited finds that sentence r+riting was necessa.rSJy invoLved.

Or the othsr had, the fgct that yor harre surnbols ad a ldnd of scrlpt tbat
gces beck i-nio the pre-l1ood uor1d, ad that f.u fact yar harrc script mgJrnfug rE
igope i:: tbe edvenied, lfeolithic oi Chalcolithic (thicb i.s certainly tbe funcsd.late
p,,rst-R.ocrj uorld)r &6 r,rould haw to corclude that yor defialtety hatre tbe hrop
.isrige cf r.,a.itj:rg i.r: hrcpe as earJy 8s yan do in the other placas.

:?The qr.roniitg of signs srst haw increased thrcugb ti-@ aod they El#t bave
served to c.x5'r'oss f orrnrlae c fi:nctica vith lwrdreds of YinUa flgurinee$ ihen tt
riescri.bss thcn. n1hry haw incised signs uhich xtidlt harp boLcnged to ratber o-
labeate and cclqpliceted religiors vocabuJ.ary. tr
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I sau sone of thego slgts or letters cnr sliass that l'laria Gi^rc.butas showcl ed
naytre r sno;:_a ask for a pi-bure of tbm. But one syrabol loobd vory rnuch f.ike tbe
Grlek signa, e.ctiisr 11lo our capitaL- l'1, and a:othar Lile a T in the foru of a cross
o" t*; ili'ti.u.-* r,,Ere one, tvo ad t'hree rnark-s probably for the nunoraLs 11 2 a,C 3,
(f" ii.is cross or tau 6re slgp of Cajn? t l) lncl tlrere lers a rnrnber of othersl scEr€ r

of *i.it I rloulil recognize and others of diich I ra:ul<i not. lbe proble i? _tliat ttds
is all for:nd in an area behjnd the Iro: C\rtar'" an.i the tdLk of this n'aterial ls not
Gi"S nublishef except tirat ti:ere are in,livi&:als lile Marla Ol-nbutas r&o go back

there to Co researcb irr alchaeoloryt

Thg_Pen gf &gs

the faet tha!" 1'cu [ave sonethirrg like this so $rtrene]J' early j:rdicates sme
rare ;ossibilities. the Blble te}ls us lrr lea. 8:1 abant na rnanlg pen.[ Ie the or-
lsiu&l Hob::ev .,he rard pgg means stvJ$F-it doomrt mat-ter, itfs Just a neans of
r,Jiting, sae? You ca:ld apply tbe neaning pen or poncil or stylusl_dratever y:9
rmr,t-iit a t3pswitsr thoueht .&nd the r'rorrl Eg tbere is &glE or.4g8n e other
uords, it is t-he stylus or t'be npen of Enostr t (see nr:nbers 5& m'd' 583 ilr strcar4l€
g.w-dgge,.)

A si-ur:iler exarrf,le ig 1.f,lat r€ cq,'11 &4!g inkr see?-ilk Sm hdla. But uou it
doemrt have to Ue 

-:11k 
flcm India. It could be an j:rk nsnufactured a:yt&ars bu,t as-

sociateC witb fnclia because it e$gi4g@! there.

Ilor.r in the sane r.ray, the trnF,lication of all Jelrish cot',rnentarles 9o this verse le
tbat !! ffgg bor fhe jJlven!9g ggg jJtetnmeql.lg +giS'eg--}&o 

j.nvented a igrstn:nent
for lfitffi t-EeTEeffiTbat ieil&g rarst hare begt'i:r as early 

-as .!!9 llSB 9{ &9f.
.gad this u6'l*a haw to be epprcrri^nrate\r 250 to 300 )ears after the creaticn of rrra.
.Adan r"es 130 drs he begat Seth, Seth rms 105 uhen ho begat Seth; so 130 + 105 is
135 after &iors cr.€atior: liren Sros uas boarr. So it mrst of nacessity haille beerr sctle
ysars efter 235 uirq &ros j.nwnted his uriti:rg jnstn:rnontr possibly as a ycnmg rn€ln

just to 5ive ycu an idoa.

Tiro itiea, tboe is that the netbocl of putting
scripticn or irit;''g goes back t9 !tr9s ln -the 

deys
do*r sorns folm of script or !r-
of 3da md gqtJr-goos back E>-

pro-inat,ely, if Yg please, !o the _t:n1 of .t&, I1*{ry g"af*ag lFdrdch-ls said to
irave begulr in !/6i.' lto Hebrew calenCar go€s bacli to-this sae tine! $ris fupJ.iost
in factl rdret se i*rfa imaediate\y discara: -lhat you ccnrld not have ccnrceiwd of a

""f*Ad, srC nade the caLculations for it, if you corLd not bave ln scne r*ry ralL
ten dour infscatlcal Isrrt that logfcal?

IGE-Verses

The Bib1ical record ja,licates nrit{ng before the Elood. !h harrc Geresig 5:1
statlng; rifiG is tbe book of tbe geaerations of .|deso.r This t€stls the ggnealogr of
na beEinnlrre rdth ldgr lras lcerpt in a book-or a .EgXg}, thatts ftst tt trBErrSr

The prewiorrs verse--.Gene sl.s lrt?,6--grys nbhen (in tne degs of nros) begso mecr to
c_a[ uno3 lbe nao of the lord.tt Tho ned nca]l uq"o: noans to publlsb; lt meoe to
1,nlt$-th6 s&e rrprd ls usod €lseuhere in tbe OLd TestaEnt peanlng to rlter to puL
ffi: (See rn:nter 7121 in the Habrev dictionary of S-brongrs Concord&co.) Xherefore
nen began to rrrlte rlrr tha nener or about the fane of, bhe lord.r lbey began to cql-l
thmsei.,res rby tbe name of the iprdn falselv: or ncqJ'l upon tbe noe of the l,ordn

llgpg5lE. This ls a rnlgtro verse; it has ItWEffl neaqi4gst
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A sj-nlLar psesags Ls Crenesis 10r11i nOut of tb,at lmd wat forth Asslnrr,
and buiLCeC i{icsys}Lr &ld he go t'ortb i:rto .dsryrle-dtd Asshur go forth? Or
did b+-3gpggg-go forth, b€{qg strong? lAssburn nearxs .EEgEB,r se€? (Ucte page
?4b fu vGo-oni ol ths-Ccqleadir:r6) So aa4y Hebreu pFa,ses ceJr hare noro -
thgl lars meaaing. tbig is tha natr.rre of tho Languagp becalrse lt is so, lhat I
rcllld ga1'!, descrlpilvo-r.::.L1k8 Greek &ich is pbllosophlc.

''rbilin€r tban, inrst hsve begun not iater than tbs drys of pooe--tbo gglty
dqys of enos-€xC he ie pictured as ths on€ dro invented the jgglgg! for
convegring tbs sii;rng either cne sl-in or ln cLey or r&atevEr it n{gl"t hme be@.
Frobabiy skj.E rathar tban c1ry; a'd, of cotrs€r CIn pryfrrrs dd.cb r,ns aLrrrya
pcssible.

onLv Ja Surooe

'&.iting goes back to the prq-Elood lorldr but so far lo h*e esLdence of
it only Jn Eurrye Mitlng ges back :n $urcpe clear{y .L€$ 5.uto t&e pre-I'food
rx'urld. This uzs tbe land, if you pleam, rfoere the Caucaslans thaa lere ba.
csuss ihs sbletal pattenr ls that of raodenr mar of the f,\:ropea type..aot 0r-
i.ental, not Af:ican (:,tegro). So ue lnov that rrlting goes baok J.nto very ean-
ly $uropeen r:ult'rre aad history. lb haw the tradition that s@etbing l.n tbe
fonne at 3-east, of lettars go€s back to l4os€s.

liov i.f ilobron is tho origtn+r laguage, and tbere seses to be no reasotr
rc doubt this ae a probability-tbatlg r&at .0dants nme 1o, itrs tsbrsr. So

r&at eLse '*ould you conclude? Iad by tbe uryr ycrtr ;r{ght be lrterestsd ln i<nor*,
ine tbat 8 nr&bel ol tho cfiss !:r, DobndJa, o' area of Sulgarla od h.uaalat
lnrc n&od rAd.&r. !'rarLa Gi.elnrtas poiotr t&J.s out, that sqns of the esrlLest
srcitseological fj:rds in Furope l€ns uncovered Ln caros begl.g the nens rtrdarr

-not noclern eppllcatlm trut just a tradiiioral n@p. .end also bear ln nfud
that the oldest-find tD +11 palesti-us is a site cal]ed r.Ado"'il. lt'l.e placa Ls
neniionsC jr Joshua 3tl6 in r'ejlatioa to d:ero the Cbildre! of Iscasl crossed
ib.s Joidao [iver.

Searts lvife lborn Buooo?

Nov i rpu'.i alnost hava to drav ths foil.owj.ng poteatlal concluslcn: ths
IradbFlood t*or-C lg !];g, Ballrrqs ras settleC by tire chiJ.dren of Srap ad of
:lteber and AreE in oarbicr{ar. Snci tbiE is the arsa lbsre rrit{rg is !no}o
ugua1ly as ecg" as jrr Alf ica and irr tbe l.ilddle Eas*'-...Dot so :tuch earLisr asr

schoLa:.s suppos.a. But rritiag also gqlg*Li.sten, rsttlrrg also gglE-iE Elrsoo
is ftund belt-+- lbg ltggg. 3a factr lt is for:nd Ltlrg before tbs }?.ood--in thE
gjfi{ig of tbe pl.e-Ilocd '"orld, becatrsa tbis goos back to tbe 5th rnil'les:-i:ue B'
f,..*i,Efch 'p.rid lsb us back ;nrbeFs naar to the tic of tbe iiestb of CF{n (or
tl3 ::asls of *rat ne bqp€ arihaeologtca3Jy in &eia l,llaor od Palestbo).

&,C *i:rce sone of tbese lettars look frightfldly Liks tbe reodert alFha.
i:.:t, cno I'c':l"C a}uost 'roarder tf tha follor,ring rprrld not bo the cas€--.aov it
--.nrg noii e truo al.phabet as ysu loou irccErsa thero rrere otbor sgn'irols, not cnes
;lsi liko the nodem Greek; arid scme of the nodorn Oisek coe llom tbe Smitlc
iJ:e.rots no doubt. &it it is vnry possiblo that 4};|fegn! forns €.EgfJAt nry
hsle ireen rrsed l:r the pro-Elood rprId. lb dc not knotr dtethsr thare '"ns 6ne
si;anda:'i forn, rra just do not lctov. But drat has haprpenod La cLsar: Sosne-
jrog th'-r no.Je::n lbdo-E\rropoan fcna of the lstter that is ossentialJ;y a obarao-
i;t,ris'tic of the Sani-tlc feiJ.y-I donlt rnee the lfiddie East, brt I ms tbe
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f@iJ.y of $rem ihat setLled jrr &uope after tha Floodl see?-that speaks Indgr
S:ropeo has aciopted a forrn of letLer that r*as extat also j:r the pro-rn-ood
ror1d, a fora of, the Letter extant in the pr+.Elood uorld j:l a xn"&b€r of oe.-
casions.

Nou tbe poesibl'lity tbat the rrlfg of Srg Jane fton tbis erea before the
Elood ani that, 1a fact, sore of tho sigps found on pottory-pottery-rnahng 1s
a Lornantr o.6-tbat the kind of scrlpt that was useci in Etrope beforo the Elood
u8s carriei over by tbe fani\y of $em tlpgqgb bis vife, and ca?€ to be used
later for lar:.guages other tbsr Hebrer, seens hre to bo clear\y danonstrated.
Ttre l<lld of script goes back to a pre-Elood soclsbyi it rnay bglre beeu Hebrev in
the first place as a J-anguage, brt the kind of script r,ms Indo-E\ropes! tn its
forn as l€ now lnow it. Bementr€r tbat tbe forrr of the leti,er has nothilg to do
vlth the sorasl derivsd flon Ltn (fbatts l&Xr ftcm an alphabet tbat looks tho
s€srer'{€ proncunce it in Sarish, It+'lian, Ge:uar, Fbenchr ei*isb and it does-
ntt soulC-the sare 61 arlibut tlo form oi the letters is-visually the se€.)

0u the otber hand, uben the dispersal ibon Babel took placa (Genesls 11)
and @, lanElgggs l.rere aI[ <iivided, lt f9. q,ritg clear that eacb poop16 bad to
:Aggfe@ ffilis of the rsateriaL that they rere- laitlng o:r

mat uas 6tso suiTaUls for their aev Language ! Thus tho Chinese develcrped a

lgind of scri-pt unlque to their language. This is also their li.riitation. Feople
riro spols a syllabic kind of language that Ho associate vith Turklc or Afiiesl
clialeits, iended to jnvent Fg]jgbgrfuflr ;rou see; b.rt in ths Senltic'"ror1C r'e
bave thr: j.cies of an g}p$@!.

Hag '"hg Alphabet .as a C.oncspt Di

I yould suspect that the i@ or epncep,! of qn alphabot is aLso origiaal.
It m4v even have been 5[gg11 irr crigia, ht I ca:,:rot pr.ove that. Bt"tt I wrculd
suqpect this is the cage.

l{or.r ir tbe 01d Test,anent r,e harre tire for:e of the Heb::ew laguage .ln a
alpbabot, b.rL r&at the fcrlr of tbo lettsrs ual used jl tbe pre-FlooC norld
for iiebrew, I do not lorov, lhither rio r€ hrow t'he foru of tlm lett'er'a usod
iro 'rrit:-ng,- llebreu g&gf the Elood-noth5ag has cons dorst. Finally i^n tb€ tj-m
of Moses 1.'e fi-n(l the lettors tbat dovolopoCr sld tha forrr of those lotters re-
minds one aore of the hie::a*,ic. ltro forn of the o1d Hebrev that, l'loses ussd is
more close\y rclated to tlre hieratic tha sr\l: otber fotn. that ls1 it tends
to be patterneri soneti:et after the Egptian, or rice-versa-9i J{icq'versa I

Tbere is a si-n4Lgrijh.

lle are sErjng here that lt is diffLcreLt to ltrow rhat tho early lbbrou
scrlpt looked 1ihe, br.rt there is llttLe doubt thet the con-celt, of an alphabet
m:st-go back to antiquity; tbat is, to the Xgg, bcsi&d-BE. AnC tbat the i*
vsntion of a egE of rriting goes'back to fug. T r'rotOti aLmost sry that nry-
ce 1be coucenEA-f gr1 alFhabet, as Hr. Ied Arrnstron*g has nentionedr- rpuld baw
to bave been a:.f'lg iB 

-orirja drlJ.e lt nas lsfb to ggg to devise tbe forrr of
the letters. ths taca nes of God lgg.Stpg GoC vant* the r-ec-ord € ggg &, !g
rriL-ten. The forra uas of nsr i:n tlro pre-F3.cod r.orLd, the method of miting
devised by Enos.

.And f1.on tlr,is beginai.ug, thore rnrg hana Cevelopod nore thgrr one script
ir the pre-F).ood r,orld. This rrlght just havo heppened t But that renains to
be seen.
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on th,: ori 3r hod, the earSy script of frrgpg.tglbE @E m.*d nag nrab
nore sfu1lf tr, tbo Eetrer, ait Lt ary msan that tbere rprs varLstlons Evan

ftor thls *rlpi. Brnt scee of tbese letters tbat rp rpre sbola on the glldeg
by l{arla Glsbuiaa lrars ao raarkably ltks tbo later foro tbat ons rclrld hqr€
to sry tbat some forrns here r.rrs not trad5.tloual tJa tbo Eebres script h,t
I*e Lbsolutely eharacterj.stlc ofhrrope j:r r1'l !4616 hlstory.

thoss fl:rdg brJ:ag up sosns nsr guestlone tbat rro baw not t'hotght of be-
fore prlor to tlds. i* see, *m rr flrgt rmt tnto the story of tbe. alpb+
bet, imo of thle rnas hrora ll1 Brrgpg? a'r,l of thls archaeologlcal rrcrk bega
fu i961, ad all of our or{.gtaal studLes mre prevlors to thig.

Itre tlse for tbs next class 90 ldB mrst €01d wtt& that.
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